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President’s 

message 

Greetings  to  one  and 
all!  I hope  this  NO W News 
finds  all  of  us  in  cooler 
veather.  Our  5th  annual  Num- 
ismatic Golf  Jamboree  on 
July  28th  was  also  blessed 
vith  hot,  humid  weather,  but 
that  didn't  dampen  the  spir- 
its of  the  participants.  De- 
alers and  collectors  again 
clayed  the  greens  at  Cecil's 
iolden  Sands  and  then  retur- 
ned to  Voeck’s  Washington 
Inn  for  a great  meal,  awards, 
and  a night  of  fun  and  cam- 
araderie. Golf  honors  went 
to:  Larry  Nickert  for  the 

longest  and  shortest  drives, 
Bob  Wilhite  for  the  longest 
putt,  Bruce  Biendarra  for 
the  most  strokes,  Tom  Fruit 
for  the  fewest  strokes  and 
iunther  Manning  for  having 
the  drive  that  ended  closest 
to  the  pin.  All  of  the  winn- 


ers received  trophies  and 
the  "closest  to  the  pin"  ca- 
tegory had  an  additional 
cash  bonus  of  $25  donated  by 
Fred  Voecks.  Thanks  go  out 
to  Fred  for  his  donation  of 
all  the  door  prizes. 

A,*  reminder  to  all  WNWA 
members:  Please  submit  your 
articles  to  either  Gene  Jo- 
hnson or  Harold  Helm  as  soon 
as  possible.  All  members  are 
required  to  submit  a minimum 
of  one  article  per  year,  and 
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are  then  eligible  to  receive 
an  annual  award  at  the  NOW 
convention. 

I would  also  like  to 
mention  that  the  30th  Anni- 
versary NOW  Convention  is 
tentatively  scheduled  for 
May  19-20,  1990  at  the  Paper 
Valley  Hotel  in  Appleton.  In 
the  meantime,  we  can  all 
plan  for  NOW  1988,  April  29- 
30,  May  1st  in  Racine. 
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DROP  A LINE 

Word  out  of  Milwaukee  is 
that  favorite  guy  Del  Bert- 
schy  is  "under  the  weather". 
If  you  would  like  to  send 
Del  a get  well  card,  here  is; 
the  address: 

A.P.  "Del"  Bertschy 
3939  N.  Murray  Ave. 
Milwaukee,  WI  53211 


Greater  Racine 


THINK  ABOUT 

IT ! ! ! 


IN  REMEMBRANCE 

Past  NOW  President  Kurt  Kru- 
eger has  donated  $100  to  the 
NOW  general  fund,  in  the 
name  of  Gordon  Gill.  Kurt, 
who  referred  to  Gordon  as  "A 
Wisconsin  gentleman",  auc- 
tioned much  of  the  Gill  es- 
tate^  

NEWS  FLASH 

In  a stunning  upset,  first 
time  candidate  Nancy  Wilson 
of  Milwaukee  was  elected  to 
the  American  Numismatic  Ass- 
ociation board  of  governors! 
While  many  Wisconsin  collec- 
tors supported  Nancy,  few 
thought  there  was  a chance  a 
first  time  candidate,  no  ma- 
tter how  well  qualified, 
could  win.  Also  elected  was 
long  time  Wisconsin  collect- 
or Ed  Rochette. 
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COLONIALS  ANYONE? 

While  the  midwest  is  not 
a prime  area  for  picking  up 
pre  1792  United  States  issue 
coinage,  the  challenge  of 
Colonial  American  material 
might  be  of  interest  to  vet- 
eran numismatists.  Much  more 
educational  writings  on  the 
subject  are  available  now, 
far  more  than  years  ago! 

Realistically  looking  at 
Colonial  coins  and  tokens,  a 
type  set  is  a handsome  tar- 
get, with  availability  and 
price  no  more  confining  than 
some  gold  type  sets. 

Here  is  a look  at  a pos- 
sible six  piece  type  set: 

1.  Virginia  Half  Penny.  Au- 
thorized by  Mother  England 
in  1773,  features  the  bust 
of  George  the  third.  This 
copper  coin  is  available  in 
two  varieties,  both  can  be 
had  up  to  uncirculated  con- 
dition . 


2 .  Talbot.  Allum,  and  Lee 
Cent,  is  the  next  most  avai- 
lable Colonial  piece.  Tho 
called  a cent,  really  a to- 
ken issued  in  1794-95  by  a 
New  York  trading  company. 
Also  available  up  to  uncirc- 
ulated condition. 


3.  Kentucky  Token,  a bit 
scarcer  than  the  previous 
two  pieces,  comes  in  several 
varieties,  and  was  struck  in 
England  for  Colonial  use 
1792  thru  1794.  These  tokens 
had  wider  distribution,  out- 
side Kentucky,  as  well  as 
within  the  Colony.  (Avail- 
able in  unc . ) . 

4.  The  Fugio  Cent.  Struck 
at  private  mints,  but  auth- 
orized by  the  U.S.  Govern- 
ment in  1787,  this  coin  is 
believed  to  have  been  de- 
signed by  Ben  Franklin.  One 
of  the  more  popular  Colon- 
ials. (Available  in  unc.). 

5.  The  "Bar"  Cent.  Circula- 
ted in  New  York  State  in 
1785,  this  "no  value"  token 
was  assigned  a one  cent  val- 
ue by  its  users.  This  piece 
was  counterf ieted  in  the 
Civil  War,.  and  many  times 
since  (perhaps  "copied"  is  a 
better  term) . Best  to  read 
up  on  before  buying! 

6 . The  Pine  Tree  Shilling. 
The  most  expensive  piece  in 
the  type  set,  very  much  in 
demand  and  also  "copied" 
frequently.  Altho  the  Willow 
Tree  and  Oak  Tree  Shillings 
precede  this  coin,  the  1652 
issue  is  in  practicality 
the  first  available  piece. 
All  are  dated  1652,  altho 
believed  to  have  been  struck 
thru  the  early  1680's.  A 
large  and  small  type  exist, 
the  small  more  available, 
but  any  piece  is  difficult 
to  find. 
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The  Oshkosh  banquet  was 
billed  as  the  end  of 
the  Oshkosh  Coin  Club, 
but  no  one  attending 
wanted  the  club  to  fold. 


Jerry  Kohl,  an  auction- 
eer by  trade,  donated 
and  hammered,  down  lots 
with  the  monies  to  the 
Oshkosh  C.C.  treasury. 


Temporary  president  Mark  Ferguson  outlines 
options  for  the  future  of  the  Oshkosh  Coin 
Club,  hope  springs  eternal! 
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Lots  of  questions,  some  suggestions,  and  a lot 
of  desire  to  continue  the  Oshkosh  Coin  Club 
came  out  of  the  banquet  meeting.  Making  the 
meetings  interesting,  and  publicity  seemed  the 
most  mentioned. 


Successfull  coin  shows  do  not  a coin  club  make,  was 
part  of  the  message,  the  sharing  of  the  work  load, 
interaction  between  officers,  and  lots  and  lots  of 
communication  are  needed,  all  agreed. 
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Club  News 


Thank  you  for  your  re- 
cent letter  and  information 
on  NOW  News.  I was  unable  to 
attend  the  Eau  Claire  con- 
vention because  of  recent 
illness.  I had  2 surgical 
proceedures  in  the  month  of 
May  '87.  At  present  I am  on 
the  mend  and  plan  to  be  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Thank  you  again,  and  am 
looking  forward  to  meeting 
you  and  other  members  of  the 
board  of  governors. 

S incerely , 

Lloyd  P.  Maasch,  M.D. 

Box  250 

Weyauwega,  WI  54983 


NEW  ADDRESS  FOR 
LA  CROSSE  COIN  CLUB 

Persons  wishing  to  contact 
the  La  Crosse  coin  club  sh- 
ould write:  La  Crosse  Coin 
Club,  2408  Ristow  Ct.  La  Cr- 
osse, WI  54601 . 


The  Board  presented  a recom- 
mendation to  the  club  that  £ 
liability  insurance  and  em- 
ployee dishonesty  policy  be 
purchased  at  an  annual  cost 
of  $500.  It  was  noted  that 
the  policy  would  cover  the 
annual  coin  show  in  the  am- 
ounts required  by  MECCA  anc 
would  also  provide  host  liq- 
uor liability,  as  well  ae 
covering  the  club  for  injur- 
ies suffered  by  a member  or 
guest  at  any  officially  san- 
ctioned club  function. 

SSCC  News  Letter 


It  was  noted  during  the  mee- 
ting that  Tom  Snyder  hac 
been  named  the  winner  of  the; 
Central  States  Numismatici 
Society's  Elston  Bradfielcl 
Literary  Award  for  1987  for 
the  best  article  to  have  ap- 
peared in  The  Centinel  dur- 
ing the  previous  year.  Tom's 
award  was  earned  for  his  ar- 
ticle on  Wisconsin  banking 
history . 

SSCC  News  Letter'- 


If  your  local  club  has  no 
newsletter,  send  us  your 
news,  we  will  print  it. 

JANESVILLE  COIN  CLUB 
HAS  NEW  ADDRESS 

Please  address  mail  to  the 
Janesville  Coin  Club  at: 
2927  Mackintosh  Drive,  Ja- 
nesville, WI  53545. 
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Its  official.,  RNS  voted 
for  Nancy  Wilson  for  ANA 
' governor.  The  ballot  was 
sent  by  the  secretary  on 
July  14.  Good  luck,  Nancy! 
Any  RNS  members  who  are  also 

2 ANA  members  be  sure  to  vote. 
Nancy  did  not  place  expens- 
ive ads  in  any  of  the  coin 

• papers  but  she  did  have  an 

3 active  campaign  and  we  all 
■ know  she  is  most  qualified. 

The  Kenosha  Coin  Club  also 

• voted  for  Nancy. 

Its  always  good  to  see 
„ RNS  members  take  an  active 
part  in  numismatics.  As  you 
saw  in  the  minutes,  George 
Conrad  is  the  guest  speaker 
at  the  IBNS  upcoming  meeting. 
George  is  an  advanced  coll- 
ector in  World  Bank  Notes 
and  we  all  know  George  is 
very  knowledgable . 

RNS  member  Bill  Mross 
will  be  the  speaker  at  the 
Kenosha  Coin  Club  meeting  on 
September  3,  his  topic,  The 
ANA  Seminar.  Greg  Caitens, 
RNS  treasurer  will  also  sp- 
eak at  a Kenosha  Coin  Club 
meeting.  Greg  will  speak  at 
the  Nov.  5 meeting  and  his 
topic,  Errors. 

RNS  Newsletter 


Under  new  business,  John 
Wilson  reported  that  the 
Milwaukee  Numismatic  Society 
was  giving  out  free  dinners 
and  elongated  cents  to  those 
who  worked  at  the  86  ANA. 
Fred  Dickfoss  will  receive 
the  two  gifts.  John  Wilson 


also  mentioned  that  RNS  mem- 
ber George  Conrad  will  be 
the  guest  speaker  at  the 
IBNS  meeting  which  will  be 
held  at  the  Mid- America  Show. 
Wilson  also  stated  a YN 
meeting  is  being  planned. 

RNS  Newsletter 


PLAN  AHEAD! 

LOCAL  SHOW  CO-ORDINATOR 

RANDY  MILLER 

P.  0.  Box  254 

Oshkosh,  Wl  54902  or  call  414-231-6161 


At  this  months  meeting  we 
will  have  another  nice  slide 
program.  It  will  be  a myst- 
ery  again,  so  you  will  have 
to  come  to  see  what  it  is 
all  about.  If  you  have  ideas 
for  programs,  just  let  your 
officers  know,  we  want  to 
make  the  meetings  to  suit 
your  pleasure.  If  there  is 
enough  interest,  we  .will 
have  another  auction.  There 
have  been  some  terrific  bar- 
gains at  these  auctions,  so 
be  there . 

Kettle  Moraine  Newsletter 

CLUB  SECRETARIES 

Send  your  1988  local  club 
show  dates  in  today  for  in- 
clusion in  the  December  is- 
sue ! 
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The  1988  edition  STAND- 
ARD CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS 
is  larger  than  the  1987  ed- 
ition, including  an  addit- 
ional 20  years  of  early  19th 
century  issues.  In  total, 
the  volume  spans  180  unin- 
terrupted years  of  coverage 
from  1806  through  the  new 
releases  of  1987,  making  it 
the  most  comprehensive  cur- 
rent coin  catalog  available 
to  collectors. 

Coin  values  in  the  1988 
edition  have  been  checked 
and  revised  to  reflect  cur- 
rent market  fluctuations  and 
conditions.  Each  of  more 


than  200,000  market  valua-j 
tions  featured  in  this  cat- 
alog were  reviewed  and  up- 
dated, market  values  are 
presented  in  four  of  the 
most  often  encountered  grad- 
es of  preservation. 

The  1988  edition  STAND- 
ARD CATALOG  OF  WORLD  COINS 
is  priced  at  $29.95,  and  is 
available  from  coin  shops 
and  hobby  dealers  nationwide 
The  catalog  can  also  be  ord- 
ered directly  from  Krause 
Publications,  700  E.  State 
St. , Iola,  WI  54990.  U.S. 
addresses  should  add  $2.50 
postage  and  handling  when 
ordering  from  the  publisher. 


U.S.  DEMAND  FOR  GOLD  INCREA- 
SED 40  PERCENT  IN  1986.  Tot- 
al U.S.  fabrication  demand 
for  gold  increased  from  5.1 
million  troy  ounces  in  1985 
to  7.2  million  ounces  in  : 
1986.  Sales  of  gold  Eagle  £ 
bullion  coins  consumed  1.9  : 
million  ounces  compared  to  ( 
3.0  million  for  jewelry  and  ! 
1.2  million  for  electronics, 
according  to  the  latest  fig- 
ures from  Consolidated  Gold 
Fields  report,  GOLD  1987. 

Gold  Institute  Newsletter 


DID  YOU  KNOW? 

The  fabulous  gold  bracelets 
of  the  Queen  of  Sheba  came 
from  gold  mines  in  impoveri- 
shed Ethiopia? 
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BUTTON,  BUTTON, 

WHO'S  GOT  THE  STORECARD? 

By  Bob  Kraft  - WNWA 

Just  mention  WI-185A-4a, 
300D- 2a , 300G- 2a,  435A-2a, 

and  915A-la  to  a coTTector 
of  Wisconsin  CiviT  War  St- 
orecards and  his  repfy  wiii 
suggest  that  these  pieces  do 
NOT  exist. 

Over  the  past  decade, 
the  writer's  directed  his 
attentions  towards  this  in- 
teresting exonumia  and  has 
traced  avaiiabiiity  of  most 
WI  pieces.  It's  been  my  pri- 
velege  to  have  information 
on  some  of  the  larger  coll- 
ections now  in  existance 
plus  a listing  of  the  A.N.S. 
holdings.  Wisconsin  is,  af- 
ter all,  a very  collectible 
state  to  Civil  War  special- 
ists. Diesinkers  such  as 


Marr,  Landphear,  Childs,  and 
Stanton  produced  a varied 
quality  and  quantity  of  in- 
teresting pieces.  The  rari- 
ties have  been  well  publici- 
zed. Initially,  there  was  a 
unique  discovery  of  the  Gen- 
nesee  Station  Edwards  piece. 
There  was  the  record  price 
for  a Watertown  Racek  token 
in  late  1977,  followed  by 
the  discovery  of  a hoard  of 
Racek  cards.  In  1982,  Wis- 
consin CWT  were  again  "front 
page"  as  a rare  Oconomowoc 
"Tate"  token  topped  the  $3, 
000  mark  in  a Kurt  Krueger 
sale . 

The  writer's  accumula- 
tion of  information  has  led 
me  to  cast  doubt  on  addit- 
ional pieces.  I would  sug- 
gest some  listed  storecards 
do  not  exist.  My  non-exis- 
tant  list  additions  would 
include : 
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WI-45A-  3a  WI- 
WI-  120D-  2a  WI- 
WI-510J-  la  WI- 
WI-510K-  2a  WI- 
WI-510AA-5a  WI- 
WI- 620L- 2a  WI 
WI- 620P- la  WI 
WI-720A- 3a  WI 
WI- 960A- 2a  WI 


55A- 2a 
410G- 6a 
5 10K- la 
510U-2a 
5 1 OAB- 2a 
620M- 2a 
7 20A- 2a 
920H- la 
960H- 3a 


In  addition,  I have 
doubts  about  WI-510-2b,  2d, 
and  2e.  These  would  have  a 
common  Marr  1194  reverse 
struck  in  off-metals.  To  the 
best  of  my  knowledge,  the 
1194  in  an  off-metal  strike 
would  be  rather  unique.  Whi- 
le Marr  struck  off-metal  va- 
rieties, they  were  generally 
of  his  1174  eagle  and  1220 
Amazon  reverses. 

Should  any  Wisconsin  fe- 
llow NOW  member  have,  or 
know  of,  any  of  the  above,  I 
would  appreciate  their  con- 
tacting me.  Until  I hear 
from  you,  I'll  stick  to  my 
guns  that  the  above  do  not 
exist.  Robert  C.  Kraft,  205 
North  Whitney  Way,  Madison, 
WI  53705.  May  I further  sug- 
gest that  any  NOW  member  in- 
terested in  CWSC  or  Patrio- 
tic tokens,  drop  the  Society 
Secretary  (Ms  Cindy  Grellman 
6733  Post  Oak  Lane,  Montgom- 
ery, AL  36117)  a line?  You 
will  receive  CWTS  membership 
information.  The  Society  has 
a comprehensive  quarterly 
publication  crammed  with  in- 
teresting articles.  There  is 
a usual  mail  bid  sale  con- 
ducted by  the  membership  for 


the  benefit  of  the  Society. 
The  1987  fall  auction  fea- 
tured 100  WI  storecards. 

Unfortunately,  none  of 
the  above  listed  suspect  pi- 
eces were  included.  Maybe 
they 're  R- 1 1 . 


DOWN  ON  THE  FARM 

From  down  Tennessee  way 
comes  the  interesting  tale 
of  a bullion  "find"  that  is 
noteworthy.  Seems  Knoxville 
banker  C.H.  Butcher  Sr.  went 
bankrupt,  and  part  of  his 
considerable  assets  were  th- 
ree 55  gallon  drums  of  sil- 
ver coins! 

A total  of  815  bags  of 
coin,  silver  dimes  and  half 
dollars,  neatly  packaged  at 
$100.00  each  were,  auctioned 
off  for  $308,500  which  is 
probably  a lot  less  than  Mr, 
Butcher  paid  for  them. 
($3.78  per  dollar). 

Mr.  Butcher,  now  serving 
a 20  year  prison  term  for 
bank  fraud,  had  concealed 
the  three  55  gallon  drums  of 
coins  under  a manure  pile! 


FOX  VALLEY  SHOW 

The  Fox  Valley  Coin  Clut 
hold  its  fall  coin  show 
at  the  Valley  Inn  in  Neenah, 
October  18th,  1987.  Please 
note  the  site  change,  the 
show  is  back  in  Neenah! 
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We  Grade 
Advertisers 


For  a coin  to  rate  an  MS-65  designation,  it  must  satisfy  a certain  set  of  stan- 
dards. It  has  to  be  of  superior  quality.  Or  it  simply  won't  make  the  grade. 

At  NUMISMATIC  NEWS,  the  same  holds  true  for  advertisers.  Over  the  years 
we’ve  set  our  own  standards.  Standards  to  grade  an  advertiser.  To  make  sure 
they  deliver  what  they  promise.  To  protect  and  serve  the  interests  of  our  valued 
subscribers. 

We  spend  thousands  of  dollars  annually,  in  an  extensive  “blind  testing”  pro- 
gram, continually  affirming  the  integrity  of  our  advertisers.  Those  that  score  high 
are  recognized  as  the  “best  in  the  business,”  and  receive  our  seal  of  approval  — 
the  Krause  Publications’  Customer  Service  Award. 


Like  an  exceptional  coin,  our  adver- 
tisers represent  the  highest  quality  in 
the  industry.  Which  means  you  can  rely 
on  NUMISMATIC  NEWS  to  provide  an 
atmosphere  of  trust  for  both  buyer  and 
seller,  and  take  the  worry  out  of  mail 
order  transactions. 


numismatic  |1£WS 

tu  Cdfeclra  Gutfc  COM  MARKFT  ® 


Home  Of  Superior  Hobby  Periodicals  and  Books 


krause 

publications 

700  E.  State  St.,  lola,  Wl  54990 
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MEANWHILE,  BACK 
AT  OAK  ISLAND 

A recent  issue  of  the 
prestigious  "Wall  Street 
Journal"  devoted  about  a 
hundred  column  inches  of  sp- 
ace to  the  latest  (ho-hum) 
attempt  to  dig  up  the  treas- 
ure buried  on  Oak  Island, 
off  the  coast  of  Nova  Scotia. 

It  seems  the  cast  of  ch- 
aracters has  changed  a bit 
since  Numismatic  News  pre- 
sented the  comprehensive 
"Oak  Island"  story  a few  ye- 
ars ago,  but  the  problem  is 
the  same,  whoever  built  the 
shaft  and  tunnel  complex  was 
very  sharp l Daniel  Blanken- 
ship is  still  grubbing  in 
the  sand,  its  been  22  years 
now,  but  his  financial  back- 
ing now  comes  from  no  less 
than  48  "partners" , wealthy 
businessmen  with  an  advent- 
urous spirit  as  well  as  lots 
of  spare  cash. 

Blankenship,  who  has  not 
found  any  treasure  to  date, 
is  preparing  to  sink  a 60 
foot  diameter  shaft  200  feet 
down  into  the  sandy  island, 
to  bring  about  a final  sol- 
ution to  the  Oak  Island  sto- 
ry. The  estimated  cost  of 
the  project  is  about  ten 
million  dollars.  As  you  will 
recall  from  the  Numismatic 
News  primer,  the  quest  for 
the  treasure  began  in  1795 
and  has  continued  almost  un- 
abated since  then. 


The  money  pit  itself  is 
masterfully  built,  more  than 
200  feet  deep  and  flood  pro- 
tected by  at  least  two  sea 
water  inlets,  no  one  has  a 
real  handle  on  what  it  is, 
or  when  it  was  built.  One  of 
the  more  current  scenarios 
is  that  the  pit  may  have 
served  as  a 15th  century 
bank  for  explorers,  who 
"skimmed"  whole  shiploads  of 
treasure  that  was  slated  to  ! 
be  returned  to  Europe.  (One 
for  the  Queen,  and  one  for 
me) . There  is  no  one  how- 
ever. who  does  not  feel  that  | 
a treasure  trove  awaits  the 
eventual  conqueror  of  the 
Oak  Island  money  pits,  with 
its  tunnels  and  rooms  now 
known  to  exist  in  the  solid  \ 
bedrock  160  feet  below  the 
islands  surface. 

And  so  the  192  year  old 
odyssey  continues,  yet  ano-  • 
ther  "final  solution"  to  the 
mystery  of  the  Oak  Island 
money  pit  is  announced  in  j 
1987 . Oak  Island  may  have 
little  for  numismatists  to 
look  forward  to,  the  treas- 
ure would  more  likely  be 
artifacts  than  coinage,  but 
who  can  say J 
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BEBEE  AUCTION  HIGHLIGHTS 

An  1877  pattern  $50  cop- 
per gilt  and  a rare  1915-S 
Panama-Pacific  $50  gold  were 
among  the  outstanding  offer- 
ings for  auction  at  the  Am- 
erican Numismatic  Associa- 
tion's 96th  Anniversary  Con- 
vention in  Atlanta,  Georgia. 

The  items  are  part  of 
the  reference  collection  as- 
sembled by  well-known  numis- 
matists Aubrey  and  Adeline 
Bebee.  Some  of  the  items 
that  will  cross  the  auction 
block  are  a complete  set  of 
Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cen- 

Its,  high-grade  early  Bust 
silver  dollars,  a beautiful 
offering  of  Morgan  and  Peace 
dollars,  and  many  uncircula- 
ted and  proof  trade  dollars. 

) 


3 

' 

Gold  coins  include  a 
type  set,  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Ju- 
dd's personal  $4  gold  Stella, 
proof  sets  from  1875,  1909, 
and  1913,  silver  and  gold 
commemorat ives , and  a set  of 
1915-S  Panama  Pacific  comm- 
emoratives . 

The  Bebees  entered  the 
numismatic  trade  in  1939, 
after  a successful  career  in 
hotel  management,  at  first 
operating  in  Chicago,  they 
« relocated  to  Omaha  in  1952, 
where  they  have  remained 
ever  since  Since  cimc. 


the  Bebees  have  earned  many 
laurels,  including  the  ANA's 
Medal  of  Merit  - given  for 
outstanding  service  to  the 
association  and  the  hobby, 
and  each  was  selected  by 
President  Nixon  to  serve  on 
the  U.S.  Assay  Commision. 

A leader  in  efforts  to 
upgrade  ethics  in  the  mark- 
etplace, Aubrey  Bebbb  helped 
found  the  Professional  Num- 
ismatists Guild  in  1955  and 
became  its  first  charter 
member . 

Among  the  numismatic 
highlights  of  the  Bebees' 
career  was  the  1967  purchase 
of  the  J.B.  McDermott  speci- 
men of  the  1913  Liberty  Head 
nickel  for  $46,000,  thus 
setting  a world's  record 
price  paid  for  any  coin  up 
to  that  date. 
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Shows 
We've  Seen 

The  Oshkosh  based  Numismatic 
Research  Society  (NRS)  shows 
are  becoming  more  and  more 
solid.  Good  management,  good 
site  at  the  Oshkosh  Holiday 
Inn,  and  good  advertising 
and  scheduling  are  turning 
this  one  day  show  into  a 
"must  attend"  in  early  spr- 
ing in  Wisconsin. 


The  Wausau  based  Wisconsin  Valley  Coin  Club 
has  tried  a number  of  show  sites  since  leav- 
ing the  Wausau  Labor  Temple,  the  most  recent 
shows  held  in  the  Youth  Building  of  Marathon 
county  Park  in  west  Wausau. 
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That  Milwaukee 
dynamo,  Del  Bert- 
chey,  at  work  at 
the  South  Shore 
Coin  Club  show  at 
Milwaukee  MECCA. 
Del  was  ' selling 
tables  for  the 
MNS  show  in  Oc- 
tober . 


Action  at  Wausau, 
space  is  no  prob- 
lem here  for  dea- 
lers, exhibitors 
and  the  public. 


MECCA  is  a money 
maker  for  the 
Milwaukee  clubs, 
hosting  giant  bo- 
urses. The  social 
atmosphere  is  pr- 
etty much  summed 
up  in  this  shot 
of  the  lunch  area. 
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Keith  Edison  of  Eau  Cla- 
ire was  busy  at  the  big 
Madison  one  day  show 
this  spring. 


Pity  the  poor  lady,  Tom  Snyder  (L) 
and  Cliff  Manthe,  (R),  are  having 
fun!  Scott  Manthe  in  the  backgrou- 
nd is  above  this  type  of  harass- 
ment . 


Daisy  and  Virgil  Jackson  chat 
with  Pete  Phillips  at  Madison 
show. 


Kurt  Krueger  chaper- 
ones the  Gordon  Gill 
coins  and  paper  at 
the  Madison  show. 
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Ron  Calkins,  with  a 
suitcase  full  of  br- 
oken bank  notes  was 
shopping  for  more 
among  the  Gordon 
Gill  item'  for  auc- 
tion. 


The  numismatic  team  of  John  and  Nan- 
cy Wilson  of  Milwaukee  is  fast  be- 
coming "the  force"  in  Wisconsin  num- 
ismatics. (Action  at  the  big  Madison 
one  day  show) . 


Locate  this  one 
wherever  you  want, 
"Big  Ralph"  Winquist 
hits  most  all  the 
Wisconsin  chows. 


Daisy  Jackson  of  Beaver  Dam  seems 
to  like  the  moterized  car  of  Pete 
Phillips  of  Madison.  Pete  is  num- 
ismatic upbeat! 
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FOX  VALLEY  COIN  CLUB 
COIN  SHOW 
OCTOBER  18th  1987 
VALLEY  INN-NEENAH 


105  WALNUT  STREET,  NEEHAH,  WI . 

For  Further  Information  Contact: 

Show  Chairman 

RANDY  MILLER 

P.  O.  Box  254 

Oshkosh,  W1  54902  or  call  414-231-6161 


GOLD  EAGLE  SALES  LAG 

Something  very  strange 
has  happened  in  the  bullion 
coin/metal  market  in  the 
first  eight  months  of  1987, 
only  one  half  of  the  mints 
production  of  gold  American 
Eagles  have  been  sold!  with 
the  murmurings  of  inflation 
near  five  percent,  this  mar- 
ket should  be  booming,  both 
in  silver  and  gold! 


1 S 

One  theory  is  that  wit  0 
a reliable  source,  (the  U.S 
Mint) , people  interested  i 
bullion  will  wait  until  th  H 
fourth  quarter  of  the  yea 
to  put  this  years  10%  int  $ 
precious  metal.  One  real  re 
ason  of  course,  is  the  un 
usually  stable  price  of  bot 
gold  and  silver  this  year. 
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August  12-16  ATLANTA  GA. 
ANA 


October  4 OCONOMOWOC 

Community  Center 
Cooney  Numismatists  Ltd. 

P.O.  Box  624 
Oconomowoc  53066 


Oct.  9-10-11 MILWAUKEE 

MECCA  - 4th  & Kilbourn 
Milwaukee  Numis.  Society 
2368  S.  59th 
West  Allis  53219 


\ug;ust  16 BARA  BOO 


October  18  NEENAH 


Slks  Club 
Baraboo  Coin  Club 
1015  E.  Street 
Baraboo  53913 


Valley  Inn 
Fox  Valley  Coin  Club 
229  E.  College  Ave. 
Appleton  54911 


September  13 


LA  CROSSE 


loliday  Inn  Hwy.  16 
a Crosse  Coin  Club 
A5381  Co.  Trk . ML  W 
lolrnan  54636 


September  20 


FOND  DU  LAC 


American  Legion  Hall 
Tond  du  Lac  Coin  Club 
3.0.  Box  952 
tond  du  Lac  54935 


September  20 BELOIT 

Holiday  Inn  So.  Beloit 
Beloit  area  Coin  Club 
3826  Arizona  Tr. 

Janesville  53545 


September  27 ROCKFORD  IL 

Toward  Johnson  Inn 
Tockford  Coin  Club 
1004  "C"  Street 
Rockford  61108 


October  25 

JANESVILLE 

Craig  Hall 

- Fairgrounds 

Janesville 

Coin  Club 

1321  Mineral  Point 

J anesville 

53545 

October  25 

GREEN  BAY 

Midway  Motor  Lodge 
Nicolet  Coin  Club 
P.O.  Box  152 
Green  Bay  54305 


NOW: 


NOW  ::NEWS  ::NOW 


1988  SHOW  DATES  TAKEN 


Feb.  14th 
Feb.  21st 
March  13th 
April  15-16-17 
April  29-30 
May  1st 


Manitowoc 
Oshkosh  (NRS) 
Green  Bay 
Milwaukee 

NOW/Racine 
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HISTORY  REPEATS  ITSELF 


WHY  WE  MEASURE 
GOLD  WITH  BEANS 


Recently  a question  was 
posed  to  a numismatic  pub- 
lication, ’’Where  did  the 
dollar  sign  originate?"  The 
question  has  been  asked  many 
times,  the  most  popular  ans- 
wer is  credited  to  the  Pho- 
nicians . 

In  Cadiz,  a temple  to 
Hercules  was  constructed 
with  the  pillars  of  soverei- 
gnty, one  of  silver,  the 
other  gold.  This  design,  al- 
ong with  an  entwined  scroll, 
representing  the  serpents 
sent  by  Juno  to  destroy  the 
infant  Hercules,  were  used 
on  coinage,  "pieces  of  ei- 
ght." This  then,  rather  than 
the  initials,  U.S.,  are  the 
explanation  for  our  $ sign. 


"MONEY"  EXAMINES  GOLD  IN- 
VESTMENTS . The  January  1987 
issue  of  Money  magazine  car- 
ries a story  by  Robert  Mc- 
Natt  on  "How  to  Get  the  Most 
from  Gold  This  Year" , which 
recognizes  gold's  value  as 
"insurance  against  the  wor- 
st" and  as  "one  of  history's 
most  reliable  stores  of  val- 
ue." The  February  issue  re- 
vealed that  24  percent  of 
Money  readers  hold  an  aver- 
age of  $11,020  in  gold  and 
other  precious  metal  invest- 
ments . 

Gold  Institute  Newsletter 


Few  people  in  this  coun- 
try know  that  the  jewelers ' 
"carat"  owes  its  origin  to  a 
lowly  bean,  the  fruit  of  an 
exotic  tree  which  is  native 
to  southern  Abyssinia,  on 
the  east  coast  of  Africa. 

This  tree  is  known  as 
the  kuara  or  sun- tree.  When 
in  blossom  its  fruit  and  fl- 
owers are  a beautiful  coral 
red  color.  The  fruit,  a lar- 
ge red  bean  called  "carat",, 
has  a little  black  spot  or 
the  side  and  hangs  from  the; 
branch  in  a spherical  pod  of 
a pithy  and  fibrous  substan- 
ces as  tough  and  hard  as  the 
bark  of  the  tree. 

As  these  beans  are  al- 
ways uniform  in  size  and  we- 
ight, the  natives  employee 
them  many  years  ago  as  their 
standard  for  weighing  gold,,t 
and  the  use  and  popularity 
of  the  fruit  spread  over  the 
length  and  breadth  of  Afri- 
ca, being  readily  acceptec 
by  both  white  and  black  tra- 
ders, and  by  money  changers,: 

In  time  the  practice  pa- 
ssed from  the  dark  continent  >1 
to  India  where  the  shrewc. J 
native  goldsmiths,  who  were; 
without  a standard,  early 
adopted  the  carat  as  a med- 
ium and  likewise  applied  ii 
to  the  grading  of  all  prec- 
ious stones.  This  expressio: 
of  the  diamond  and  gold  sta- 
ndards in  terms  of  carat: 
eventually  grew  into  univer 
sal  usage  and  continue:! 
today . 


FROM  THE  BRITISH 
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ROYAL  MINT 

An  interesting  publica- 
tion has  been  offered  by  the 
British  Royal  Mint  to  colle- 
ctors in  North  America,  that 
■■/ill  appeal  to  all  who  enjoy 
Looking  beyond  coins,  to  the 
listory  and  heritage  that 
surrounds  them. 

"The  Royal  Mint  - An  Il- 
lustrated History"  published 
o coincide  with  the  Royal 
lint's  1986  celebration  of 
100  Years  in  Minting,  marks 
the  continuous  thread  which 
..eads  right  back  to  the  year 
986  AD  when  King  Alfred  the 
treat  drove  the  Danish  in- 
vaders from  London,  and  is- 
sued a silver  penny  bearing 
lis  portrait. 

Beautifully  illustrated 
.n  full  color  as  well  as 
i ith  numerous  historic  pho- 
ographs  in  black  and  white, 
.he  booklet  is  written  by 
he  British  Royal  Mint's  Cu- 
rator, Graham  P.  Dyer,  an 
acknowledged  expert  on  Brit- 
sh  coinage.  The  book  traces 
he  Mint's  long  and  disting- 
uished history  with  a fas- 
cinating account  of  events 
.s  they  affected  the  Royal 
tint,  and  the  coins  that 
rere  issued  through  the  cen- 
uries . 

The  prices  of  the  book- 
et  is  $7.50  (US),  $11.00 

CAN) . Orders  and  inquiries 
hould  be  addressed  to  the 
ritish  Royal  Mint,  c/o  Bar- 
lays  Bank  of  New  York,  N.A. 
.0.  Box  2570,  New  York,  NY, 
0163. 


ALMOST  PERFECT 

One  of  the  most  remarkable 
cases  of  counterfeiting  in 
this  country  occurred  in 
1897  and  involved  the  $100 
bill  bearing  President  Mon- 
roe's portrait.  The  spurious 
bills  were  so  good  that  even 
Treasury  experts  could  not, 
by  sight  alone,  distinguish 
them  from  the  genuine.  Con- 
sequently, the  entire  issue 
of  the  latter,  $24,000,000 
had  to  be  called  in.  The 
first  one  of  the  counterfeit 
notes  was  received  by  a sus- 
picious bank  teller  who  for- 
warded it  to  the  Treasury 
Department.  Secret  Service 
men  soaked  the  bill  in  water 
and  found  that  its  front  and 
back  were  engraved  on  separ- 
ate sheets  of  paper. 


DID  YOU  KNOrt? 

That  in  Egypt  and  Arabia  in 
ancient  times,  silver  was 
considered  ten  times  more 
valuable  than  gold! 


BIGGIES 

Copper  plates  used  in  Alas- 
ka by  the  Tingat  tribe  were 
the  worlds  largest  coins, 
they  were  two  feet  wide  and 
three  feet  long,  weighing 
ninty  pounds.  In  second  pla- 
ce was  the  Swedish  ten  daler 
plate  money  of  1644,  this 
was  twenty  seven  and  one 
half  inches  by  twelve  inch- 
es, and  weighed  fourty  eight 
pounds ! 
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DID  YOU  SAY,  BRACTEATE? 
By  Gene  Johnson  - WNWA 


12th  Century  German 
Bract eat e- Helms taedt 
Abby  Saint  Leodegar 


In  the  odd  and  curious 
collection  of  Gordon  Gill 
was  a single  Bracteate,  one 
of  several  strange  numisma- 
tic items  that  came  out  of 
the  dark  ages  following  the 
decline  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire.  If  you,  like  the  au- 
thor have  never  experienced 
this  coin,  then  perhaps  this 
brief  critique  will  -add  a 
dash  of  spice  to  your  numis- 
matic trivia  knowledge. 

Bracteates  are  medieval 
coins  primarily  issued  by 
German  church  states  in  the 
thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
centurys,  notable  primarily 
because  they  were  paper  thin 
and  uniface.  (Struck  only  on 
one  side.) 


The  term  "Bracteate",, 
pronounced  brak-tee-at,  was 
coined  by  German  numismatis- 
ts in  the  twentieth  century,, 
using  the  Latin  word  for: 
"thin  sheath'  of  metal"  tc 
describe  the  coin  medieval 
Germans  called  "Denarii" , or 
"pfennigs" . 

The  designs  on  the  paper 
thin  coins  range  from  the 
undecipherable  blob  to  just 
barely  identifiable  at  best,, 
but  considering  the  era  of 
striking,  this  is  not  sur- 
prising . 

Most  Bracteate  designs- 
seem  poorer  than  even  the: 
most  bland  Roman  coins  stru- 
ck several  centuries  earlier 
some  issues  are  so  inanimate, 
that  numismatists  have  la-: 
beled  the  designs  "mute".  Ittj 
is  believed  some  of  these: 
"mutes"  were  struck  using 
wooden  dies.  i 

The  people  responsible 
for  the  strikings  were  gen-u 
erally  church  or  noblemen, 
altho  some  imperial  Bractea- 
te were  struck  by  the  Hoi) 
Roman  Emperor.  Even  small 
fry  in  both  catagories,  ch- 
urchmen and  royalty,  such  at? 
Abbots  and  Bishops  and  Coun- 
ts and  Barons,  issued  coins, 
It  is  small  wonder  that  ir: 
this  numismatic  jungle  the 
Bracteate  will  perhaps  never 
be  fully  and  satisfactorily 
cataloged  for  collectors. 

Altho  it  is  estimatee 
that  only  a little  over  1 00C 
different  types  of  Bracteate^ 
exist,  from  these  spring  e 
multitude  of  varieties  ane 
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PROPHECY 


'lib  varieties,  a cataloging 
ightmare . 

Overall,  the  artistic 
^esigns  look  much  like  the 
; ork  of  todays  third  graders , 
ut  historically,  Bracteates 
eepresent  a tangible  link  to 
he  dark  ages,  from  which  so 
ittle  information  and  arti- 
act  evolved. 

Numismatically  speaking, 
he  Bracteate  collector  sh- 
ield be  linguistic,  meticu- 
lous, and  have  access  to  the 
ceat  European  museums,  pro- 
ably  the  reason  few  Ameri- 
>an  collectors  have  more 
ihan  a representative  coin. 

Most  of  the  information 
our  author  could  find  on 
iracteates  was  from  a single 
158  "Numismatist"  reprint 
y Dr.  John  F.  Lhotha  Jr. 

To  the  average  U.S.  col- 
lector, Bracteates  will  al- 
ays  remain  a kind  of  "odd 
id  curious"  media,  and  tha- 
.3  where  friend  Gordon  Gill 
, lisplayed  his  single  Bra- 
- teate . 

Historically  speaking, 

1 le  parimeters  of  collecting 
. lited  States  numismatic  ma- 
terial is  almost  limitless, 
id  outside  this  lies  the 
arid,  what  a great  hobby! 

CLUB  PROJECT  - 1988 
Send  us  your  club  pictures 


"Hobbies  will  be  of  gre- 
at value  in  the  months  ahead 
as  a means  of  keeping  sanity 
and  mental  balance  in  a tr- 
oubled world.  We  need  relax- 
ation in  times  of  strain  and 
stress,  and  leisure- time  ac- 
tivities such  as  collecting 
stamps  or  coins,  or  any  oth- 
er hobby,  will  be  of  value." 

Hahn  predicted  that  col- 
lectors will  face  severe 
taxation  and  that  money  will 
not  be  plentiful  with  which 
to  purchase  stamps  and  coins 
for  collections. 

"Taxes  which  will  be  as- 
sessed against  us  will  be  of 
such  magnitude  as  to  make 
those  of  the  past  seem  al- 
most infinitesimal,"  he  for- 
cast  . 

Mauel  Hahn 
Madison,  WI 
April,  1941 


METAL  DETECTOR  TIME! 

It  is  estimated  that  since 
the  inception  of  minting  of 
cents  in  1793,  that  Americ- 
ans have  lost  over  5 billion 
pieces.  More  difinitive  fig- 
ures are  available  in  two 
cent  pieces,  with  57  million 
out  of  a minted  91,202,000 
not  accounted  for,  and  three 
cents  (both  types),  66  mill- 
ion pieces  not  redeemed. 
Many  are  in  the  hands  of  co- 
llectors and  in  family  heri- 
tage holdings,  but  a huge 
number  have  simply  been  lost. 
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David  Pearson  at  work  in  1936. 


APRIL  29TH  1936 


WISCONSIN  COMMEMORATIVE 


A bill  providing  for  co- 
inage of  25,000  silver  half 
dollars  commemorating  the 
Wisconsin  Centennial  which 
will  be  celebrated  here  in 
June  was  passed  by  the  house 
of  representatives  at  Wash- 
ington yesterday. 

The  half  dollar  has  been 
designed  by  Dave  Parsons, 
university  art  student  from 
Chicago.  Parsons  toiled  over 
75  hours  to  complete  the  mo- 
uld for  the  50  cent  piece. 


WTSCdNSTNTNU 


When  University  of  Wisconsin'! 
art  student  Dave  Parsons  was^ 
designing  the  Wisconsin  Com- 
memorative half  dollar  in'. 
1936,  he  spent  quite  a bit 
of  time  at  the  Vilas  Park. 
Zoo  in  Madison.  Parsons  nee- 
ded a model  for  the  badger 
that  is  a prominant  part  of 
the  coins  reverse  design, 
and  the  badger  cage  at  the: 
zoo  was  the  logical  place  toi 
see  a badger.  The  badgers  at 
the  zoo,  however,  didn't  co- 
operate, and  eventually  Par- 
sons gave  up  and  borrowed  a; 
mounted  badger  as  his  model., 
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FOR  SALE 

New  Whitman  Book  Shelf  Albums,  many  titles 
both  United  States  and  Forign 
BUY  AND  SELL 


New  and  Used  SUPPLIES,  send  want  list,  or  SASE 

for  list. 

CHIEF  COIN  SUPPLY 

Randy  Miller  Box  254  Oshkosh,  Wi.  54902-0254 

Phone  414-231-6161 


OCCUPATION  CURRENCY 

When  the  Japanese  army  over- 
ran much  of  Asia  in  World 
War  11,  they  printed  and 
ccirculated  currency  in  the 
! nations  in  bondage.  Such  was 
the  case  in  the  Philippine 
Islands  where  the  use  of  the 
currency  caused  considerable 
problems  after  it  became  ap- 
parent the  Japanese  would 
not  win  the  war.  By  late 
1944  the  occupation  curren- 
:y  was  almost  valueless,  be- 
ing sold  on  the  black  market 
at  60  to  1 against  the  gree- 
nback. Contemptuously  dubbed 
"Mickey  Mouse  Money"  by  the 
Filipinos,  the  use  of  the 
currency  during  the  years 
1942  and  1943  caused  all  ki- 
nds of  problems  for  inter- 
national banks.  In  the  U.S., 
President  Harry  Truman  had 
to  veto  a bill  that  would 
have  legalized  financial  tr- 
ansactions made  using  this 
funny  money! 


Racine 
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Madison  53704 

Del  Bertschy 
3939  N.  Murray  Ave. 
Milwaukee  53211 

Lloyd  P.  Maasch 
P.0.  Box  250 
Weyauwega  54983 


Past  President 

Robert  Kraft 
205  N.  Whitney 
Madison  53705 

Editor 

Gerald  Johnson 
1921  Chase  St. 
Wis,  Rapids  544S 

Sec . /Membership 

Hank  Thoele 
P.0.  Box  12703 
Green  Bay 

Board  of  Governors 


Carol  Janney 
P.0.  Box  469 
Richland  Center  53581 

Mike  Tramte 
P.0.  Box  1036 
Green  Bay  54305 

Dick  Anderson 
436  Nicolet  Blvd. 
Menas ha  54942 

Tom  Fruit 

2380  Pinecrest  Lane 
Green  Bay  54303 


Robert  Korosec 
8307  W.  Becher  Si 
West  Allis  5321 

Cliff  Manthe 
303  Superior  Ave 
Tomah  54660 

Harold  Helm 
119  W . 9th  Ave . 
Oshkosh  54901 

Fred  Borgmann 
Krause  Pub.  Bldg 
lola  54990 


The  objective  of  Numismatists  of  Wisconsin  shail  be  to  encoura^ 
and  promote  interest  in  numismatics;  to  cultivate  friendly  r< 
lations  between  Wisconsin  chin  collectors  and  the  state's  co 
clubs,  as  well  as  collectors  of  other  states;  and  to  encoura; 
and  assist  new  collectors  and  coin  clubs.  All  resources  of  t 
organization  shall  be  used  to  further  these  objectives. 


ANDERSON’S 

186  Main,  Menasha,  Wl  54952 
Phone  414-722-5461 

Dick  and  Marion  Anderson 

Paying  Top  Prices  For  Older  Proof  Sets 

Plus  Singles  & Estates 

Not  Just  A Slogan  But  Guaranteed  Results! 


1 . We  are  consistently  buying  at  coin  shows. 

2.  Since  1960  we  have  received  collections  that  were 
bid  on  a competitive  basis. 

3.  We  never  pass  up  a small  or  large  collection. 

4.  If  you  have  any  U.S.  proof  sets  or  coins  for  sale,  we 
would  appreciate  you  stopping  by  our  table  at  any 
coin  show,  or  just  drop  us  a line. 


ANA  LM  1110,  NOW  LM  12 
Bank  Reference  - First  National  Bank,  Menasha,  Wl 


When  You 
Want  To  Sell , 

It’s  Good 

To  Have  A Choice  .... 

. . . It’s  Great  To 
Make  The  Right  One 


“I’m  coming  to  your  state  to  buy  rare  coins  and  related  items.  I am  in  special  need  of  choice  type  coins,  rare 
gold,  and  recently  certified  material.  Entire  collections  and  estates  are  especially  wanted.  If  you  are  an 
attorney,  a banker,  a collector  or  hoarder  I want  to  include  you  on  my  itinerary.” 


Rare  Coins  Inc. 

160  N.  Washington  Street 
lola,  Wisconsin  54945 
(715)  445-3845 
800-624-8371 


Collecting  Since  1956 
A Major  Buying  Force  For  Over  A Decade 
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